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ABSTRACT
School environment plays a very important role in developing in each individual the
knowledge, interest, attitudes, habits and skills with a view of producing well-balanced
personalities improve the all round development of the child. Students develop better if they
get more congenial environment or atmosphere. Realizing the importance of school
environment the investigators aim to investigate the school environment and academic
achievement of Secondary School students in Jaintia Hills. The population of the study
comprises of all the secondary school students of Jaintia Hills. Descriptive survey method
was used in which data from 1204 students (499 male) and (705 female) studying in
Secondary Schools were collected using School Environment Inventory (SEI) developed by
K.S. Mishra. The analysis of data revealed that that the dimensions of school environment
namely- Creative Stimulation, Cognitive Encouragement, Permissiveness, Acceptance,
Rejection and Control have no significant relationship with academic achievement of male
students whereas the result further showed that there is a significant relationship between
Cognitive Encouragement, Permissiveness, Acceptance, Rejection and Control and
academic achievement except Creative Stimulation among the female students.
Keywords : School Environment, Academic Achievement
Introduction
School environment plays a pivotal role in the all round development of the child. It plays a very
important role in developing in each individual the knowledge, interest, attitudes, habits and skills with
a view of producing well-balanced personalities. Bloom (1968) regards this environment as a “shaping
and reinforcing force which acts on the individual” (Sharma M. 1993, p. 29). The more congenial the
school environment, better the development on the part of the student as every individual observes a
unique climate, atmosphere, or personality is felt when he or she spend time with the teachers and peer
groups of a particular school. A positive school environment went hand in hand with the atmosphere
within the classroom, which can have an influence on the academic achievement of the students.
Need and Impartance of the Study
The investigator has found various interesting findings from several reviews of studies that have
carried out in India as well as abroad. It was found that school environment plays a significant role in
School in imparting and preparing a child to meet the challenges of life through life experiences. It is in
school that the minds of the future citizens are shape and mould and their habits, attitudes and aptitudes
are formed. Looking at the different factors such as school learning environment, aspiration level,
teachers roles etc., which act as the motivating forces in academic performance of the students, there is a
Periodicity : Quarterly, Language : English & Hindi

- 01 -

http://recentjournals.in & http://wellpress.in

SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT IN RELATION TO ACADEMIC
ACHIEVEMENT OF SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS
IN JAINTIA HILLS, MEGHALAYA

RECENT EDUCATIONAL & PSYCHOLOGICAL RESEARCHES
RE SEAR CH

Issue : 2, Vol. : 6, Oct.-Nov.-Dec. (2017), Pages : 01 - 05, ISSN 2278 – 5949

Bamonlang M. Dkhar & B.B.Kharbirymbai

International Refereed & Blind Peer-Reviewed Research Journal

felt need to conduct this study in Jaintia Hills. Therefore, the investigator thought that by taking up the
study it will help to throw some light to how much school environment can contribute to the students'
academic achievement.
Review of the Related Literature
The relationship between school environment and academic achievement was studied by
various researchers and number of results show clear evidence from their study that school environment
has an influenced on academic achievement of students. Cornell, Shukla and Konold (2016) revealed that
an authoritative school climate is conducive to student academic success in middle and high schools.
Korir and Kipkemboi (2014) found that school environment and peer influence made significant
contribution to the students' academic achievement. Suleman and Hussain (2014) found that classroom
favorable environment has a significant positive effect on the academic achievement scores of secondary
school students. Teacher caring attitude for students' 'home work', students' attitude towards school and
total school environment have significant predictive influence on academic achievement. Lawrence and
Vimala (2012) reported that there was no significant relationship between school environment and
academic achievement of standard IX students. (Saini, 2010) found that school environment does not
affect academic achievement of students. But rejection dimension shows significant negative correlation
with academic achievement. Creative stimulation dimension of school environment has positive effect
on academic achievement. Rest of dimensions like cognitive encouragement, acceptance, rejection,
control and permissiveness are not related significantly with academic achievement. It is concluded that
various dimensions of school environment are not significantly related with academic achievement of
girls. (Saha, 2005) reported that the school environment exerted positive influence on cognitive
development of children.
The study throws some light on the relation between school environment and academic
achievement. Thus, the study would enable to have a better insight about the influence of school
environment on academic achievement of male and female students in Jaintia Hills. This would help to
improve the school environment in a way it will help to enhance the academic achievement.
Objective
The following are the objectives of the study:1. To find out the relationship between school environment and academic achievement among male
Class X students of Secondary Schools in Jaintia Hills.
2. To find out the relationship between school environment and academic achievement among female
Class X students of Secondary Schools in Jaintia Hills.
Hypotheses
The following are the hypotheses formulated to achieve the objectives of the study
1. There is no significant relationship between school environment and academic achievement among
male Class X students of Secondary Schools in Jaintia Hills.
2. There is no significant relationship between school environment and academic achievement among
female Class X students of Secondary Schools in Jaintia Hills.
Methodology
Sample
The sample of the study consisted of 1204 (499 male and 705 female) secondary school students in
Jaintia Hills. The stratified random sampling technique was used for data collection.
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Tools used
School Environment Inventory (SEI) developed by Karuna Shankar Misra (2000) was used for data
collection and for academic achievement the Secondary School Leaving Certificate (SSLC) of
Meghalaya Board of School Education (MBOSE) result was used.
Statistical analysis
Pearson Coefficient of Correlation was used for the statistical analysis in the study.
Result and Discussion
Objective: 1
To find out the relationship between school environment and academic achievement among male
Class X students of Secondary Schools in Jaintia Hills
Hypothesis - There is no significant relationship between school environment and academic
achievement among male Class X students of Secondary Schools in Jaintia Hills.
The data was analysed and interpreted using Pearson's correlation (r). To find out the significance of
the relationship 'r was set up at 0.05 level of significance with df= 497 is .088. It is presented in Table
below:
Table - 01
Relationship between School Environment and Academic Achievement among
male Class X students of Secondary Schools in Jaintia Hills
Dimensions of School Environment
Vs
Academic Achievement
Creative Stimulation Vs Academic Achievement
Cognitive Encouragement Vs Academic Achievement
Permissiveness Vs Academic Achievement
Acceptance Vs Academic Achievement
Rejection Vs Academic Achievement
Control Vs Academic Achievement

N

r

Significance

499

0.026
-0. 021
-0.022
0.012
-0.087
0.001

Not Significant
Not Significant
Not Significant
Not Significant
Not Significant
Not Significant

From Table 1, it is observed that there is no significant relationship between Creative Stimulation,
Cognitive Encouragement, Permissiveness, Acceptance, Rejection, Control and Academic Achievement
among male class X students in Jaintia Hills. From the result it can be seen that school environment dos
not influence the academic achievement of male students. This shows that other factors such as
favourable home environment, parents' motivation and students' determination to perform better
helped them to do well in their examination. Similar findings were found in studies conducted by Saini
(2010) who revealed that cognitive encouragement, permissiveness, acceptance, rejection, control and
academic achievement are not significantly related. Joshi (2012) reported that there is no significant
relationship between control and academic achievement.
Objective: 2
To find out the relationship between school environment and academic achievement among female
Class X students of Secondary Schools in Jaintia Hills
Hypothesis- There is no significant relationship between school environment and academic
achievement among female Class X students of Secondary Schools in Jaintia Hills.
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The data was analysed and interpreted using Pearso n's correlation (r). To find out the significance of
the relationship 'r was set up at 0.05 level of significance with df= 703 is .062. It is presented in Table
below:
Table -2
Relationship between School Environment and Academic Achievement among female Class X
students of Secondary Schools in Jaintia Hills
Dimensions of School Environment
Vs
Academic Achievement
Creative Stimulation Vs Academic Achievement
Cognitive Encouragement Vs Academic Achievement
Permissiveness Vs Academic Achievement
Acceptance Vs Academic Achievement
Rejection Vs Academic Achievement
Control Vs Academic Achievement

N

r

Significance

705

0.055
0.0 74
0.107
0.071
0.070
0.103

Not Significant
Significant at 0.05
Significant at 0.05
Significant at 0.05
Significant at 0.05
Significant at 0.05

From Table 2 it could be observed that there is no significant relationship between Creative
Stimulation and Academic Achievement among female class X in Jaintia Hills. This shows that creative
stimulation is not the only factor which contributes to academic achievement of female class X in Jaintia
Hills. The finding is in tune with the finding of Saini (2010) found that creative stimulation and academic
achievement of Scheduled Caste girls are not significantly related.
Further, the finding showed that there is a significant relationship between cognitive encouragement,
permissiveness, acceptance, rejection, control and academic achievement among female class X students
in Jaintia Hills. Joshi (2012) reported that there exists a sigificant relationship between cognitive
encouragement and academic achievement, where as it is contradicted with the study of Saini (2010) who
found that there is no significant relationship between cognitive encouragement academic achievement
of scheduled caste secondary school girls. Shabana & Ansari (2012) who found that teacher caring
attitude for students' home work, students' attitude towards school and total school environment have
significant predictive influence on academic achievement. The study also is in line with the study of
Cornell, Shukla, & Konold (2016) who revealed that an authoritative school climate is conducive to
student academic success in middle and high schools. Similar findings of Upadhaya (1984) shows that
teacher control signifying the strictness of the teacher in implementing and enforcing rules and
magnitude of punishment on violation of rules was positively correlated with academic achievement.
Conclusion
The study found that school environment does not influence the academic achievement of male
students. This shows that apart from school environment there are number of factors that can promote or
hinder student's academic performance. This point to the fact that home environment, parent's
encouragement, student's willingness to put effort in their studies may help them to do well
academically. Further, the study revealed that there is a significant relationship between various
dimensions of school environment with academic achievement of female students. This implies that
female students' perception of teacher's attitude towards them is likely to affect their school achievement
(S.K.J, 1979). Therefore, teachers and administrators in school should create a positive and congenial
school environment where positive teaching and learning can take place which will enhance the
academic achievement of the students.
Periodicity : Quarterly, Language : English & Hindi

- 04 -

http://recentjournals.in & http://wellpress.in

SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT IN RELATION TO ACADEMIC
ACHIEVEMENT OF SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS
IN JAINTIA HILLS, MEGHALAYA

RECENT EDUCATIONAL & PSYCHOLOGICAL RESEARCHES
RE SEAR CH

Issue : 2, Vol. : 6, Oct.-Nov.-Dec. (2017), Pages : 01 - 05, ISSN 2278 – 5949

Bamonlang M. Dkhar & B.B.Kharbirymbai

International Refereed & Blind Peer-Reviewed Research Journal

References
· Joshi, S. (2012). Effect of Home and School Environment on the Academici Achievement of School Going
Children in the Ribhoi District of Meghalaya; Ph.D. Thesis in Education. Shillong: Department of
Education,North-Eastern Hills University, Shillong.
· Korir, D. K., & Kipkemboi, F. (2014). The Impact of School Environment and Peer Influences on Students'
Academic Performance in Vihiga County, Kenya. Retrieved from www.ijhssnet.com
· Kotreshwarasamy, S. (2010). Relationship between School Climates with Academic Achievement of
Students in Mathematics. International Research Journal, 38.
· Kushrestha, P. K. (1992). The Effect of School Environment on Adjustment, Study habits and
Achievement of High School Students. In M. Buch (Ed.), Fifth Survey Educational Research,1988-1992.
· Lamare, R. (2010). A Study of Academic Achievement in relation to some Psycho-Social Variables of
SEcondary School Students in East Khasi Hills District, Meghalaya, Ph.D Thesis in Education. Shillong:
Department of Education, School of Education; North-Eastern Hill University.
· Lawrence, A. A., & Vimala, A. (2012). School Environment and Academic Achievement of Standard
IX Students. Journal of Educational and Instructional Studies in the World, 2(3), 210-211. Retrieved May
30, 2014, from http://www.files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED5422331.pdf
· Mishra, K. (1983). Manual for School Environment Inventory. Lucknow: Ankur Psychological Agency..
· Narad, A., & Abdullah, B. (2016). Academic Performance of Senior Secondary School Students:Influence of
Parental Encouragement and School Environment. doi:DOI: http://dx.doi.org/ 10.21659/ rupkatha.
v8n2.02.
· Nazir, N., & Mattoo, N. H. (2012). A Study on Impact of School Environment on Academic
Achievement Among Adolescents. International Journal of Social Science Tomorrow, 5(1), 1-6.
· Parida, S. (2003). Effect of Socio-Economic Status, School Environment and Medium of Instruction on
the Mental Abilities and Academic Achievement of School Children. In D. R. Goel, C. Goel, & R. L.
Madhavi (Eds.), Educational Research in India 2006 (Vol. 1 Abstracts, p. 43). Vadodara: Centre of
Advanced Study in Education.
· Roeser, R. W., Midgley, C., & Urdan, T. C. (1996). Perceptions of the school psychological
environment and early adolescents' psychological and behavioral functioning in school: The
mediating role of goals and belonging. Journal of Educational Psychology, 88, 408-422.
doi:10.1037/0022-0663.88.3.408
· S.K.J. (1979). Children perception of Teacher's attitude towards them and its relationship with Home and
School envirnment, Ph.D. Edu. In Third Survey of Research Education. New Delhi: NCERT.
· Saha, K. (2005). The Influence of School Environment on Cognitive Development of Children: A
Study. Journal of All India Association for Educational Research,, 17(1-2), 58-59. Retrieved from
http://www.ncert.nic.in
· Saini, M. (2010). A study of academic achievement of scheduled caste secondary school students in relation to
study habits, home environment and school environment. Retrieved from http://shodhganga.
inflibnet.ac.in /handle/10603/6854
· Upadhaya, S. N. (1984). Analysis of Classroom Environments in Tribal setting with a view to study
its Effect on Learning and Attainment. In M. B. Buch (Ed.), Fourth Survey of Research in Education, 19831988 (Vol. I, p. 866). New Delhi: NCERT.
· Usaini, M. I., & Bakar, N. A. (2015). The Influence of School Environment on Academic Performance
of Secondary School Students in Terengganu, Malaysia. Proceedings of ICIC 2015 – International
Conference on Empowering Islamic Civilization in the 21st Century (pp. 252-259). Malaysia: e-ISBN: 978967-13705-0-6. Retrieved September 9, 2016, from https://www.unisza.edu.my/
icic/images/Fullpaper/ 25_-_Mudassir_Ibrahim_Usaini.pdf
Periodicity : Quarterly, Language : English & Hindi

-5-

http://recentjournals.in & http://wellpress.in

